End of NYTEST Q&As
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ENDING NYTEST
1. When is the NYTEST Program ending? – The NYTEST program will end on midnight, December 31, 2010.

2. Why is the NYTEST program ending? – The number of vehicles subject to NYTEST inspection requirements has steadily declined since 2005.  With the decline in the NYTEST inspections, the program is no longer economically viable for stations to maintain the NYTEST equipment.  The vast majority of NYMA emission inspections are now being completed on the NYVIP equipment.  Less than half a million vehicles will be tested on the NYTEST equipment in 2010.  

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) submitted a revision to the New York State Implementation Plan (SIP) to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2009.  The SIP revision outlined the end of the NYTEST program on December 31, 2010 and demonstrated that New York can maintain its air quality goals and requirements through NYVIP alone after the end of NYTEST.  NYVIP supports a much greater number of vehicles that are equipped with OBDII technology.  

CHANGE TO INSPECTIONS
3. How will I inspect pre-1996 cars and trucks? – Light duty gasoline powered vehicles formerly subject to the high-enhanced emissions inspection are now subject to a low enhanced emissions inspection using the NYVIP equipment.  Pre 1996 NYMA registered vehicles will no longer be required to have an inspection in the NYMA, but will be able to be inspected anywhere in the state.   Procedures include:
· The current safety inspection,
· A gas cap presence check, and
· The current visual inspection of the emission control devices.

4. Gasoline powered vehicles >18,000 lbs receiving a Heavy Duty (Weight Code Inspection will be exempt from emission testing.

Updated NYVIP software will guide you through the revised inspection procedures.

5. What kind of stickers will I use for pre-1996 light duty vehicles? – You will use the VS-1082SE Safety Emission sticker, which is the same sticker used for 1996 and later vehicles.  No new stickers are required.
6. What fee will I charge? – The end of NYTEST will not affect the current inspection fees.

DYNE AND SUPPLIES
7. What do I do with my old NYTEST stickers? – After 1/1/11, you can return them for credit to be used on future sticker orders.  High Enhanced emission inspection stickers may be mailed to DMV in Albany after January 1, 2011 for credit. Please include your seven digit DMV Facility number.  Do not place any other items other than returned stickers in the package or the processing will be delayed. They should be placed in a padded or sturdy envelope and mailed to: 

Bureau of Consumer and Facility Services,
Accounting Unit, 
PO Box 2700, 
Albany, NY 12220-0700 

Or, if using an Express Mail service, to:
Vehicle Safety Services, Accounting Unit
6 Empire State Plaza, Room 110
Albany, NY 12228

8. What do I do with my old NYTEST equipment? – The NYTEST equipment is the property of the inspection station, and DMV will no longer require the use of the NYTEST equipment after December 31, 2010.  If a station chooses to remove the NYTEST equipment, it should be properly disposed of. DEC will make guidance available detailing proper disposal on their website prior to the end of NYTEST.  

9. When can I apply for an Inspection Station License in the NYMA without having NYTEST equipment? – After January 1, 2011.  Application Processing will reject any application for a public Inspection Station License in the NYMA without NYTEST equipment before January 1, 2011.

10. When will you stop processing NYTEST Shared Network applications? – We will accept applications for the SN up to the end of NYTEST on 12/31/10.- Note: this application process takes approximately 15 days

11. If I am a Shared Network Receiving or Sending Station, how does the end of NYTEST affect me?   The Shared Network program was created to allow stations to share NYTEST equipment.  Like NYTEST, the Shared Network program will end on 12/31/10.  

12. How long will an inspection station be required to keep inspection records from the NYTEST machine? – Two years, is the current requirement for all inspection stations.    

13. Will the stations be required to buy another inspection machine to replace the NYTEST machine? – No, those vehicles will be inspected using the current NYVIP equipment, which all stations already have. 

CERTIFIED INSPECTOR LICENSES
14. Do I still need a “D” on my certified inspector card? – No.  After December 31, 2010, you will no longer be required to have a “D” or and “E” on your certified inspector card.  If you have a “D” or “E” on your card, you do not need to get a new one, as your existing card will continue to work.

THINGS YOU MUST DO BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2011

15. What do I need to do to prepare for the end of this program? 

NYVIP Equipment

On November 17, a NYVIP software update CD was mailed to your facility from SGS Testcom.  You MUST install this update by December 10, 2010.  Failure to install this software by December 10, 2010 will result in your inspection station NYVIP unit being shut-off.   If you haven’t received the update by November 29, 2010 or need assistance in loading the update, contact the SGS Testcom Help Desk at 1-866-469-8477. 

	NYTEST Equipment
 Make sure all inspection data is downloaded to the data manager by performing a data refresh after your last inspection in 2010.


DO YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION?

If you have any questions about the end of NYTEST, please call the DMV Clean Air Unit at (518) 473- 0597 between the hours of 8:30AM and 4:30PM Monday through Friday.   
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